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NAFSA Region XI Fall Conference, Nov. 4th- 6th, 2008

SEVP Re-Certification Session

Presenters from SEVP:

Elizabeth Royston (School Certification Branch)

Mike Hallanan (SEVP Policy)

Session Summary:

See posted SEVP presentation slides.  In addition, please note:

· SEVP reps emphasized that recertification should be a painless process
· Set to tentatively begin January 2009.

· There will be a SEVIS Recertification Tool, online.  The tool will ask a series of questions about the academic program(s), and will then print out a checklist for the PDSO to follow when assembling the re-cert packet to submit to SEVP.

· Schools will have six months from notification to Certification Expiration Date (CED)

· Before the CED, schools must submit I-17 from SEVIS, and also signed paper I-17 with all requested evidence

· Incomplete submissions will be denied, so be CERTAIN to submit complete packets.

· Approval / Denial notice will be sent through SEVIS.  Schools can appeal denials if they wish.

Question and Answer:

Can you clarify the definition of a campus?

RESPONSE: SEVP defers to the Department of Education definition, but also considers a separate location a campus if a student can earn more than 50 % of a degree at the location.  They would welcome statements from Colleges and Universities as to ehy they do or do not feel that a certain site should or should not be considered a “campus”

What will happen to students at a school that is denied re-certification.

RESPONSE: Students will continue to attend classes through any appeals process.  SEVP will work directly with schools and students to ensure the students have every opportunity to transfer to a different school.

How quickly will SEVP notify schools of re-cert packet receipt?

RESPONSE: The goal is to acknowledge acceptance of re-cert packet within 24 hours.

For a change of a DSO on the I-17, do all the DSO’s and the owner or President have to sign the I-17?

RESPONSE: No.  Just the new DSO needs to sign the I-17.  For a PDSO change, the owner / President does need to sign.

If students fail to report updated addresses to the DSO, are DSO’s required to then terminate the SEVIS record?

RESPONSE: No they are not required to terminate the SEVIS record.  SEVP may note this in a re-cert application, but it would not be grounds for failing.

Will schools be “punished” during re-certification for having too many data fixes or reinstatement applications?

RESPONSE: No.  Re-certification is not meant to punish schools, but to confirm compliance.
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