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Remember, these updates will be posted on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these updates: http://www.nafsaregionxi.org/prosection.html
Scroll down to the Regulatory Ombudsman section.

1)

Reminder: Please take a few minutes to complete the online fall conference session and workshop survey.  We are eager to hear your thoughts and recommendations on what  workshops and or sessions you would like to have offered at the fall conference (New Haven, Nov. 4 - 6): https://fs8.formsite.com/Rcatmur/form946087485/secure_index.html
In addition, please think about submitting a session proposal for the Conference.  You can contact Patty Doherty, Conference Chair, to request a copy of the Session proposal form. Email her at: pdoherty@clarku.edu.

2)

DHS/ICE submitted a proposed Interim Final Rule re: "Extending Period for Optional Practical Training for 17 Months for Qualified F-1 Students" to OMB for review on March 31, 2008. The rule, if finalized, would extend the 12 month limit on F-1 Optional Practical Training (OPT) by 17 months, for a total of 29 months for certain eligible students.

Firm details on the rule are not available, but it is generally believed that it may significantly alter the F-1 OPT program.

In general, OMB has up to 90 days to review such initiatives and either approve them for publication in the Federal Register, send them back for revision, or reject them. Since the rule was submitted as an interim final rule, the effective date can be whatever date is published in the Federal Register even before the period for public comment closes.

Stay tuned to the NAFSA Web page www.nafsa.org/OPT29 for updates, which will be posted as they become available.

3)

DHS Creates E-mail Address to Report Unlawful Conduct by USCIS Employees:

From:

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=ece03509211f8110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD
***

To Report Suspected Criminal Violations by USCIS Employees

If you have knowledge of suspected criminal violations, misconduct, wasteful activities, and allegations of civil rights or civil liberties abuse, you may report them to the DHS Office of Inspector General. Calls can be made anonymously and confidentially.

To make a report, call 1-800-323-8603 or email DHSOIGHOTLINE@DHS.GOV.

For more information, see the Office of Inspector General web page, in the Related Links section of this page.

****

4)

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help" if you have  a specific case problem.  If you wish to report a general trend, rather thna a specific case problem, please use the link for "Report an issue".

Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs
and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update
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I am generally available Mondays 10am to Noon, Tuesdays from Noon to 2pm, and Thursdays 1pm to 3pm, for open walk in inquiries, and other times by appointment.

An immigration advisor is always on call for walk-in questions at the following days/times: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10:00am-Noon

The front office is open 9:00am to 4:30pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, and 10:00am to 4:30pm on Wednesdays.  The front office is closed for lunch from Noon to 1:00pm each day.

--- End of forwarded text ---










