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********************

The SEVIS RTI technical issues that were occurring last week have been resolved.  If you are still experienceing difficulties maintaining login to the SEVIS RTI system, please contact the SEVIS help desk.

*******************

H-1B filing centralized at California Service Center for Higher Ed and other cap-exempt employers:

USCIS issued new filing instructions on January 30, 2008, for cap exempt employers.  Please note that NAFSA is in the process of clarifying these instructions, and will be updating members as soon as possible.  In the meantime, please see below for the U.S. CIS guidance on these cases:

source: USCIS Update January 30, 2008

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001dPBOqEi28A97O-Yl4g4J6UKfzdZPg7H7KqNPXmj2diZkvYsmqlyhNffkJNN4aGacf-YYxWG83JTShC3qGVvdERFrooW0UYYVP-eBJJaZSLpQhJJNwWV1_N23iFRpg3VTuxHmZ-BJSQMpuRCDYMBn9pYv14L6ll9KSRt6Q3Vr9mzGArxDgDtYiwdc2dr_dYloEFR9atyGoVqKC7KxEklfZ_lVh2ZMgNV8rFUecS5jFjIJBZ-Uns-ZI9Emfe1a-PatWPI5A_5sw54=
********

Starting January 30, 2008, H-1B cap-exempt petitions filed by the following cap-exempt employer types should be filed at the California Service Center (CSC), regardless of place of employment or location of employer:

* Institutions of higher education, as defined in section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965, 20 U.S.C. 1001(a);

* Nonprofit organizations or entities related to or affiliated with institutions of higher education; and

* Nonprofit research organizations or governmental research organizations, as defined in 8 CFR 214.2(h)(19)(iii)(C).

Filing AddressesFor Direct Mail:

U. S. Citizenship and Immigration Services California Service Center

ATTN: CAP EXEMPT H-1B Processing Unit

P.O. BOX 30040

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-3004

For non-United States Postal Service (USPS) deliveries (e.g. private couriers):

U. S. Citizenship and Immigration Services California Service Center

ATTN: CAP EXEMPT H-1B Processing Unit

24000 Avila Road, Room 2312

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Filing Tips:

These petitions will be handled by a special unit dedicated to processing H-1B cap exempt petitions at the USCIS California Service  Center (CSC).  Each H-1B petitioner is encouraged to mark the outside of the envelope and the top margin of the I-129 form, with "EXEMPT." This will ensure quick identification of the H-1B filing throughout the petition's processing at CSC. If a cap exempt H-1B petition is received at a different Service Center, that Service Center will expeditiously forward the petition to the CSC for processing. In the near future, USCIS will post special filing instructions to Form I-129 requiring all qualifying H-1B cap exempt petitions to be filed at the CSC. Please note, the highest volume of H-1B filings occurs during the month of April (Six months before the new fiscal year). This may result in longer than average receipting times or other interruptions in processing times. The public is reminded that petitioners may file a qualifying H-1B cap exempt petition at any time of the year dependent on the petitioner's need, and no earlier than six months ahead of the intended start date.

This direct filing change only applies to petitions filed by the H-1B "cap exempt" employers listed above; it does not cover H-1B petitions filed on behalf of beneficiaries requesting an exemption from the cap on account of holding a U.S. Master's degree or higher, requesting an extension of stay, or change of employer, or petitions requesting an amendment. These types of petitions, while also "exempt" should continue to be filed in accordance with the filing charts on uscis.gov and the Form I-129 instructions.

*************************

Resources clarifying new Cap Exempt initial and consular processed I-129's for H-1B temporary employees:

1) Helpful Hints for Filing a FY 2009 H-1B Cap Case: Quick Tips

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=c3e8ea468d6c7110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=91919c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
2) What are the main errors in an H-1B petition that can cause USCIS to have to reject or deny the petition?

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=d758ea468d6c7110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=91919c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
3) Frequently Asked Questions on Completing and Submitting a FY 2009 H-1B Cap Case

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=9737ea468d6c7110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=2411c9ee2f82b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
***************************

Region XI Spring Immigration Workshop - REMINDER The Region XI Spring Immigration Workshop (SIW) will be held March 3, 2008 at Worcester Polytechnic Institute and in Worcester, Massachusetts.  The registration packet will be posted on the regional website shortly (http://www.nafsaregionxi.org/conference/workshops/workshop.html).

IMPORTANT: Please note that we have had difficulty in updating our website with the revised date and location for the SIW.  The **old** incorrect date and location are currently still listed on the website.  Again, the **correct** date and location are as follows: Monday, March 3, 2008 at Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, Massachusetts  We hope to have the incorrect information updated as soon as possible.

QUESTIONS BEING SOLICITED:

At the SIW, we hope to offer at least two government information sessions as well as a Question and Answer session involving representatives from both the Vermont Service Center and the SEVP office.  Please submit your questions in advance to: robin.v.catmur@dartmouth.edu.  In the subject line of your e-mail, please reference either "VSC question" or "SEVP question".

***************************

The SEVIS 5.7 upgrade released on June 29, 2007 included changes to the validation of the dates entered during the student registration process for each academic term.  The validation changes were particularly significant in regard to how the Next Session Start Date relates to students' Program End Dates.  SEVIS registration for students with a Program End Date that falls in the current term now have to be handled differently because of these changes.

This practice resource provides suggestions on policies and procedures for dealing with these changes in SEVIS registration.

View this resource at http://www.nafsa.org/sevis_registration
*********************

*********************

NAFSA's IssueNet

You can report unresolved case problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the NAFSA website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help", or "Report an issue", depending on the nature of your problem.  Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs
and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update









