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Hello-

NAFSA has received an update from the California Service Center with regard to reports of several cases filed, in accord with the new instructions, with the California Service Center, and incorrectly rejected by the mail contractor with a notation that they should have been filed in Vermont.

CSC spoke with the mail contractor this morning and they are up-to-date on this now.  Petitioners may use the centralized CSC address or the PP street address and the case will be accepted and processed. If you have had a rejected case, please resubmit to either address at the CSC, as appropriate.

Long story short, the mailroom contractor didn't "get the memo." Now that they have it, hopefully there won't be any mistaken rejections.

Cap Exempt I-129 Filing tips:

*         Institutions to use red ink on the top of the I-129 to indicate that a petition is cap exempt AND

*         If the case is to be premium processed, indicate "PREMIUM PROCESSING, ATTN: CAP EXEMPT H-1B Processing Unit" in the mailing address, regardless of whether the petition is sent to the street address (for non-USPS couriers) or the centralized address (P.O. box), e.g. :

Form I-907/I-129 Regular Mailing Address:

Premium Processing Service

USCIS

California Service Center

PREMIUM PROCESSING

ATTN: CAP EXEMPT H-1B Processing Unit P.O. Box 10825 Laguna Niguel, CA 92607

 or

Form I-907/I-129 Courier Mail Address:

Premium Processing Service

USCIS

California Service Center

PREMIUM PROCESSING

ATTN: CAP EXEMPT H-1B Processing Unit 24000 Avila Road 2nd Floor, Room 2312 Laguna Niguel, CA  92677

The NAFSA announcement with regard to the new filing procedures has also been updated:

H-1B Petition Filing Centralized At CSC For Higher Ed Employers <http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/regulatory_document_lib
rary.dlib/employment-based_immigration/filing_of_all_higher>   with some

other FAQ answered by SCOPS. Most notably:

Finally, in response to a NAFSA inquiry, the Vermont Service Center (VSC) provided the following information about their handling of affected Forms I-129 that were received prior to the filing policy changes:

*       On Monday, February 4, 2008, VSC began sending unreceipted cases it receives in its mailroom to CSC for receipting and adjudication.

*       For cases received prior to the new policy, if VSC receipted the case, it will remain at VSC for adjudication. As of February 11, VSC was

working H-1B cases with a receipt date of 1/22/08 (approximately 2,500 total, excluding extension cases).

*       To convert current cases receipted and pending at VSC to Premium Processing, Form I-907 and the $1,000 fee should be sent to VSC.

*       For correction of errors on approval notices that were adjudicated at VSC, petitioners should continue to use the National

Customer Service Center (NCSC) 1-800 phone line to request a referral toVSC for a corrected approval notice:

<http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=83c87d53b5a0e010VgnVCM1000000ecd190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=64039c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD>

I hope this is helpful!

Robin

Robin V. Catmur

Associate Director, International Office

44 North College St., Suite 6202

Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 03755

603 646-3474     fax: (603) 646-1616

robin.v.catmur@dartmouth.edu

www.dartmouth.edu/~intl
I am generally available Mondays 10am to Noon, Tuesdays from Noon to 2pm, and Thursdays 1pm to 3pm, for open walk in inquiries, and other times by appointment.

An immigration advisor is always on call for walk-in questions at the following days/times: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10:00am-Noon

The front office is open 9:00am to 4:30pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, and 10:00am to 4:30pm on Wednesdays.  The front office is closed for lunch from Noon to 1:00pm each day.To remove yourself from the Region XI e-mail list, go to:  http://nafsaregionxi.org/elist.html









