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*****************************

Because of email formatting issues, Reg Ombud updates will be posted on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

*****************************

1) 

The Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) issued a 30-page policy guidance document to explain SEVP's understanding of the April 8, 2008 interim final rule on optional practical training. THis guidance will be updated periodically.  To comment on this Policy Guidance or suggest a change, please e-mail sevis.source@dhs.gov with “Policy Guidance 0801-01 Comment” in the subject line.

A link to the policy guidance is posted at: NAFSA's OPT 29 month rule update page: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/regulatory_document_library.dlib/f_and_m_students/sevp_policy_guidance

A direct link to the SEVP website is also available: http://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/opt_policy_guidance_pdf.pdf

2)

SEVP has constructed a work-around for recommending a student for OPT in the 60-day grace period. NOTE: This is different form the advice in the OPT Policy Guidance in section 5.2.  USE THE PROCESS BELOW INSTEAD!

See the NAFSA Practice Advisory

<http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_sevis_information/f_1_opt_applications>  has been updated with this information.

Details:

a)  go into RTI, request a correction to the student's program

completion date (presuming that the student's program has been shortened

to reflect the accurate ending date) so that it reflects tomorrow's date,

b) Call the Help Desk and ask that the HD Rep make the correction

immediately,

c) Once the record has been "corrected" the OPT Request button

reappears, allowing us to request OPT in the usual way (unless, of

course, you are used to batching, in which case you have to become

accustomed to RTI)

d) Once the OPT dates have been entered, shorten the program to reflect

the accurate ending date (don't print the I-20 yet)

e) Re-enter the student's record to register it, using the program end

date as the current session end date, blanking out the next session

start date and making sure the (final term of study box is checked).

f) print the I-20 and send it off with the application.

3) SEVP Town Meeting held in Boston, 4/30/2008:

SEVP held an informational meeting on the recent fee rule, and also on the new OPT regulations.  A  separate update with complete notes will follow this update, and also be posted on the regional website, at: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

4)

Homeland Security is proposing a rule to establish biometric exit procedures at all airports and seaports for most non-U.S. citizen travelers.  See below for details

Biometric Airport and Seaport Exit Procedures Proposed: http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1208186058701.shtm 

5)

CLAIMS Terminations problem:

There is an issue with some incorrect SEVIS record terminations by the Service Center CLAIMS system.  If an F-1 student has had an employer firl an H-1B petition on his or her behalf for October 1, 2008, in some instances the change of status has been adjudicated and effected immediately, causing an auto-completion of the SEVIS record.  Please check your SEVIS alerts, and contact the SEVIS help desk if there are any incorrect completions for F-1 changes of status to H-1B set to begin October 1.

6)

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) sent guidance to the field on March 21, 2008, updating the

Adjudicator's Field Manual on accepting and adjudicating H-1B petitions for specialty occupations when a

required professional license cannot be obtained because of state licensing requirements mandating possession

of a valid immigration document, such as an approved H-1B petition, as evidence of employment authorization

before the license can be issued.

http://www.uscis.gov/files/pressrelease/AFM_Update_Chap31_21Mar08.pdf

7) FBI Academic Alliance Conference held at MIT, with participation from SEVP:

The FBI sponsored a one-day conference on April 24, 2008, on their Academic Alliance Program. 

The focus of this conference was an attempt on the part of the FBI (and Department of Justice) to engage academic stakeholders in a dialogue relating to the priorities of national security, issues surrounding academic research, international students and scholars on U.S. campuses, and cyber-security threats to infrastructures. The goals were to improve relations and trust-building between FBI agents and academic institutions, in order to facilitate information flows and inquiries on the part of agents relating to academic research and international students and personnel.

Presenters included Special Agents in Counter-terrorism and the National Infrastructure Protection Program (InfraGard), with presentations on the basis for the terrorism threats from Al Quaeda, a representative from the National Security Higher Education Advisory Board (Penn President, Dr. Graham Spanier, Chair), presentations on changes to regulations pertaining to International students and researchers in the U.S. from Julie Myers, Asst. Dept. Sec, Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE), Louis Farrell, Director, Student & Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP), ICE, and Matthew Borman, Dept. Asst. Sec. for Commerce, with an update on Deemed Export Regulations, etc.

8) NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update
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