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1) Region XI Spring Immigration Workshop - Reminder:

The Region XI Spring Immigration Workshop (SIW) will be held March 3, 2008 at Worcester Polytechnic Institute and in Worcester, Massachusetts.  The registration packet will be posted on the regional website shortly (http://www.nafsaregionxi.org/conference/workshops/workshop.html).

IMPORTANT: Please note that we have had difficulty in updating our website with the revised date and location for the SIW.  The **old** incorrect date and location are currently still listed on the website.  Again, the **correct** date and location are as follows: Monday, March 3, 2008 at Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, Massachusetts  We hope to have the incorrect information updated as soon as possible.

QUESTIONS BEING SOLICITED:

At the SIW, we hope to offer at least two government information sessions as well as a Question and Answer session involving representatives from both the Vermont Service Center and the SEVP office.  Please submit your questions in advance to: robin.v.catmur@dartmouth.edu.  In the subject line of your e-mail, please reference either "VSC question" or "SEVP question".

2) Reminder:  when contacting the NCSC 1-800 line with requests for corrections to I94 cards:

Be sure to clarify to the information Officer whether the correction you need is to an I94 card issued by Customs and Border Protection(CBP) OR to an I94 card issued by the Service Center in the course of an application approval.

Important notes:

        a) all callers should ask for the name of the contact rep, his or her ID number, the service center referral number, and note the date/time the call was made.

        b) if a referral to the Service Center is incorrectly denied, please report the case on NAFSA's IssueNet website; Get Liaison Help.  (See #6) below for details on how to do this).

3) US-Canada Land Entries to Require Documentation of Citizenship and Identity

Effective January 31, 2008, Customs & Border Protection will no longer accept oral declarations alone as proof of U.S., Canadian, or Bermudian citizenship or identity at U.S. land and sea border ports-of-entry. All travelers will be expected to present documents proving citizenship, such as a birth certificate, and government-issued documents proving identity, such as a driver's license, when entering the United States through land and sea ports of entry.

For more information, see: http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/newsroom/news_releases/archives/2007_news_releases/122007/12032007_4.xml
4) Implementation of the US Department of State Passport Card for US citizens:

Beginning in the spring of 2008, the Department of State will begin issuing the passport card to meet the needs of American land border resident communities for a less expensive and more portable alternative to the traditional passport book. The passport card will facilitate entry and expedite document processing at U.S. land and sea ports-of-entry when arriving from Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Bermuda. **The card may not be used to travel by air**. It will otherwise carry the rights and privileges of the U.S. passport book and will be adjudicated to the exact same standards.

U.S. citizens may begin applying in advance for the new U.S. Passport Card beginning February 1, 2008, in anticipation of land border travel document requirements.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE PASSPORT CARD PLEASE VISIT THE STATE DEPARTMENT WEBSITE AT: http://travel.state.gov
5) DHS has posted on its website for early review the REAL ID Act final rule (http://www.dhs.gov/xprevprot/laws/gc_1172765386179.shtm)

Official notification from DHS about the final rule is deemed "imminent".

The Final Rule is almost 300 pages, available in 2 parts (in PDF downloadable/viewable form).  If you wish to hold off on reading the 300 page document, please note that NAFSA is currently working on a summary to post over NAFSAnews and on the website with the links to the DHS website.

6) NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance, you can report unresolved case problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help", or "Report an issue", depending on the nature of your problem.  Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs
and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update









