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April 14, 2008
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Because of email formatting issues, Reg Ombud updates will be posted on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these updates: http://www.nafsaregionxi.org/prosection.html
Scroll down to the Regulatory Ombudsman section.

1) New Fee rule published by SEVP:

On April 11, 2008, DHS posted an advance copy of a proposed rule regarding SEVIS fee and school certification fees and updates.  DHS is proposing an October 1, 2008 effective date. This is an advance copy of the proposed rule, published on the SEVP Web site. Public comment on the proposed rule will not open until the proposed rule is published in the Federal Register.

A brief summary is below:

********************

Fees

Raise the SEVIS I-901 fee for F-1, M-1, and J-1 nonimmigrants Raise the fee for initial SEVIS school certification for F/M schools Schools would not have to pay a fee for recertification

 I-901 F/M Student SEVIS fee:

Current: $ 100  Proposed: $ 200   I-901 J-1 Exchange Visitors SEVIS fee:

Current: $ 100  Proposed: $ 180   I-901  J-1 Au Pairs, Camp Counselors, Summer Work Study

Current and Proposed (No change): $ 35

F or M School Initial Certification

Current: $ 230  Proposed:  $ 1700  Initial Certification Site Visits

Current: $ 350  Proposed: $ 655  Recertification: No fee for re-certification applications

*************

School Recordkeeping and Reporting

Alters the list of records a school is required to keep on individual students.  Adds last date of entry to the U.S., I-94 number and issue date, as information that must be maintained by the school.

*************

Plans for the hiring of 64 new liaison officers, to helpo with training, education, and out-reach, in addition to school certification and re-certification.

*************

See NAFSA's information page on the new fee rule: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/regulatory_document_library.dlib/sevis/proposed_rule_on_sevis
A copy of the rule can be found here: http://www.nafsa.org/_/Document/_/proposed_rule_on_sevis.pdf
2)

If you have questions or comments regarding either the new 29 month OPT and Cap-Gap relief rule, or the SEVP fee rule, please use NAFSA's Issuenet: Report an Issue, to have your comments and questions noted.  NAFSA is compiling this feedback, and welcomes your participation.  See #4 below for instructions on how to use Issuenet.

3) Sessions and Workshops for the Fall Regional Conference - online survey available:

We are committed to trying to offer sessions and workshops that are useful, relevant, and valuable for our members, and are eager to hear your thoughts and recommendations on what  workshops and or sessions you would like to have offered at the fall conference (New Haven, Nov. 4 - 6):  *Please* -- take a few moments to give us your feedback, and help us plan a great conference!

https://fs8.formsite.com/Rcatmur/form946087485/secure_index.html
In addition, please think about submitting a session proposal for the Conference.  You can contact Patty Doherty, Conference Chair, to request a copy of the Session proposal form. Email her at: pdoherty@clarku.edu.

 4)

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help" if you have  a specific case problem.

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please use the link for "Report an issue".

Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs
and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update









