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August 4th, 2008

Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*****************************

GRAC / KCISS SUMMER UPDATE sessions - Reminders:

We will be holding Information Update and Best Practices sessions this summer relating to the OPT rules and the the pending fee/recert rule. We will offer a summary of the changes, best practices, and also cover the related questions and issues posed (and hopefully answered) at the National Conference.  Formal invitations have been issued visa State reps.  Please RSVP so we can get accurate head counts. 

the last session is scheduled as follows:

Monday August 11: University of Southern Maine (ME schools)

State Rep: Catharine Scruggs: cscruggs@ciee.org

***************************

Update from Jenny Bowen, NAFSA's SEVP Contact Person:

While the official updated Policy Guidance on the optional practical training (OPT) rule is still making its way through the government approval process, the answers to many of your questions are now available on NAFSA's Web site. NAFSA has posted the Q&As from the monthly March and July SEVIS Teleconferences (no calls were held in May or June) and a Quarterly Stakeholders Teleconference held in July, as well as transcripted answers from questions submitted for NAFSA's 2008 Annual Conference session titled "SEVIS Q&A with SEVP."  See the NAFSA SEVIS Information homepage www.nafsa.org/sevis for links to these and more...

For a direct link to June/July SEVIS technical information (including the XSD file in advance of SEVIS Release 5.10), see: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_sevis_information/sevis_releases.

Jenny Bowen

Jennifer A. Bowen Assistant Director for Student Services 

Office of International Services Franklin Hall 306, 

601 E. Kirkwood Bloomington, IN 47405 

812-855-9086 Fax: 812-855-4418 Indiana University 

************************

NAFSA's International Educator Publication now has an online database of previous articles.  Click here for more information:

http://www.nafsa.org/publication.sec/international_educator_1/international_educator_3/ie_index
************************

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

Robin V. Catmur

Reg Ombud, NAFSA Region XI

Associate Director, Office of Visa and Immigration Services

44 North College St., Suite 6202

Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 03755

603 646-3474     fax: (603) 646-1616

robin.v.catmur@dartmouth.edu

www.dartmouth.edu/~intl
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