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NAFSA's Region XI REGULATORY OMBUDSPERSON UPDATE

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

July 8th, 2009

Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted

on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these

updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA

website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*******************************************************************

1)

USCIS:  H-1B and H-2B Visa Numbers for U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. This information has recently been updated, and is now available http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTUxMjM4NyZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJELUJVTC01MTIzODcmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjE1NTA4NzM4JmVtYWlsaWQ9cm9iaW4udi5jYXRtdXJAZGFydG1vdXRoLmVkdSZ1c2VyaWQ9cm9iaW4udi5jYXRtdXJAZGFydG1vdXRoLmVkdSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&100&&&http://service.govdelivery.com/service/view.html?code=USCIS_13

2)

USCIS Resumes Premium Processing for I-140 Effective June 29, 2009, USCIS will resume Premium Processing Service for Form I-140, Immigrant Petition for Alien Worker, filed under the following employment-based preference categories:

EB-1 aliens of extraordinary ability 

EB-1 outstanding professors and researchers 

EB-2 members of professions with advanced degrees or exceptional ability who are not seeking a National Interest Waiver 

EB-3 Professionals (immigrant workers with bachelor degrees who are members of the professions) 

EB-3 Skilled Workers (immigrant workers capable of performing skilled labor requiring at least two years of education, training, or experience) 

EB-3 workers other than skilled workers and professionals. 

Premium Processing Service is available for the Form I-140 classifications listed above provided the case does not involve: 1) A second filing of a Form I-140 petition while an initial Form I-140 remains pending; 2) Duplicate Labor Certification requests (i.e., cases filed without an original labor certification from the Department of labor); or 3) A Form I-140 petition in which a final decision has been made. 

I-140 Premium Processing Service is still not available for the EB-1 Multinational Executives and Managers category, nor for EB-2 or EB-3 petitions seeking a National Interest Waiver.

(Source: NAFSA: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/regulatory_document_library.dlib/employment-based_immigration/prem_proc_resumes_)

3)

VSC Stakeholders meeting to be held in August.

The Vermont Service Center is hosting a stakeholders meeting on August 20th, 2009.  Representatives from the GRAC team will be attending, and we would like to solicit your questions regarding case processing at VSC.  Please submit these questions to me at robin.v.catmur@dartmouth.edu.  Please indicate in the subject line of the email: "VSC question".  

4)

New VSC email address for problems with NCSC contacts:

vsc.ncscfollowup@dhs.gov

You may not be aware of our recent establishment of a new email address, the VSC.NCSCFollowup email account.  If customers feel they are not receiving the correct responses from the NCSC, they can contact VSC directly, but they must first have attempted to resolve the issue via the NCSC. This has been published by AILA and we are preparing a public announcement through our headquarters office.  In the future, customers can report instances of misinformation or non-resolution to the VSC NCSC Follow Up email account.

Following is the protocol for submitting an inquiry/issue to that email

address:

vsc.ncscfollowup@dhs.gov: This program is intended for Customers who first call the USCIS National Customer Service Center (NCSC

I-800-375-5283) and make their inquiries.  Customers that do not believe their inquiry was properly resolved by the NCSC within 30 days may

contact the Vermont Service Center directly through the VSC NCSC Follow Up email address.  Customers must provide the date the NCSC was called,

the NCSC referral number, and preferably the identification number of the NCSC Customer Service Representative.  The VSC will only respond to

inquiries made to the VSC NCSC Follow Up email account if the issue was first addressed through the NCSC, otherwise, no response will be provided

5)

New ISCA posting info:

Dear ISCA Subscribers,In the coming weeks, there will be changes in the way you interact with the NAFSA Professional Networks.  We encourage everyone to read this important information online at:http://www.nafsa.org/networktransitionSummary:*         Discussion forums will be locked from July 15-17 as we transition to a new system.  You will not be able to post or reply during this time.*         Discussion forums will no longer also function as a listserv.  You will still receive e-mail notifications of new posts and replies, and you will post your own topics and replies on the Web site.  To make this easier, notification e-mails will include a link directly to the posting, plus you will now be able to remain permanently logged-in to the NAFSA site.*         Practice Resources and Document Library items will be merged into a single "Resources" section.*         "What's New" announcements will continue, but in a new interactive format.*         The "Events" page will be replaced by a Calendar.*         You will be able to subscribe via RSS to the Discussion Forum, What's New, and the Calendar.Again, please read this page for more details:http://www.nafsa.org/networktransitionThanks for your patience as we improve the Networks.  NAFSA staff will be monitoring replies to this post if you have questions, and will attempt to answer as many as time allows.Regards,Laura Welch, ISCA Network LeaderAttachment:155614224_Attachment (11kb)http://www.nafsa.org/nafsa/knowledge_community_network.sec/international_student_3/international_scholar/connect_with_your_colleagues_15/please_read_important/155614224_attachment---Use "Reply to All" to send an email to the entire discussion forum.---To be removed from this forum or to change your preferences, click the appropriate network link at http://www.nafsa.org/mynafsa.

If this message was forwarded to you and you would like to reply, you will need to subscribe to the forum at http://www.nafsa.org/ISCAforums.

Robin V. Catmur

Co-chair, GRAC, NAFSA Region XI

Director, Office of Visa & Immigration Services

44 North College St., Suite 6202

Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 03755

603 646-3474     fax: (603) 646-1616

Visa.and.Immigration.Services@Dartmouth.edu

robin.v.catmur@dartmouth.edu

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~ovis/

********************************************

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a

student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go

to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison

help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please

use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

*************************

Robin V. Catmur

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Scholar issues

Maureen Martin 

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Student issues

To remove yourself from the Region XI e-mail list, go to: 

http://nafsaregionxi.org/elist.html
