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July 14, 2008

Because of email formatting issues, Reg Ombud updates will be posted on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory updates and information can be found on the NAFSA website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*****************************

1) Premium Processing Service Offered For Certain I-140 Petitions

Non-U.S. citizens who are reaching the end of their sixth year of H-1B status and who otherwise would not be eligible for an H-1B extension will be eligible for premium processing of their H-1B petitions.  This is open only to those H-1B workers whose non-immigrant status will expire within sixty days of the request, and who will require an approved I-140 in order to qualify for their H-1B extension beyond the six-year limit. 

2)

From Jenny Bowen, NAFSA's SEVP point person:

SEVP has given NAFSA permission to post the PowerPoint presentation from the SEVIS Q&A with SEVP's session.  It has now been posted:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/regulatory_document_library.dlib/f_and_m_students/sevis_q_a_with_sevp_2008

******************************************

GRAC / KCISS SUMMER UPDATE sessions - Reminders:

We will be holding Information Update and Best Practices sessions this summer relating to the OPT rules and the the pending fee/recert rule. We will offer a summary of the changes, best practices, and also cover the related questions and issues posed (and hopefully answered) at the National Conference.  Formal invitations have been issued visa State reps.  Please RSVP so we can get accurate head counts. 

Schedule:

COMPLETED: Tuesday, July 8th, 10:00am to Noon, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH (VT and NH schools) 

State Rep: Cathy Spreeman, Cathy.Spreeman@unh.edu and Janet Hulnick: janet.hulnick@sit.edu

Host institution contact person: Robin Catmur, robin.v.catmur@dartmouth.edu

Wednesday, July 16th, 10:00am to Noon,  U Mass Dartmouth, Dartmouth, MA (RI and MA schools)

State Rep: Daphne Durham:  and Kate Sacco: csacco@risd.edu 

Host institution contact person, Tina Bruen, U MASS Dartmouth: cbruen@umassd.edu

Thursday, July 17th, 9:00 to 10:30am, MIT, Cambridge, MA (MA schools)

State Rep: Daphne Dunham: daphne_durham@hotmail.com

Host institution contact person: Danielle Guichard Ashbrook: danielle@mit.edu

July 18 at 12:30 pm to 3pm, Springfield College (lunch will be offered) (West and Central MA schools)

State Rep: Richard Yam: ryam@ipo.umass.edu

July 29 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.at Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT (CT schools).

State Rep: Marina Melendez: mmelendez@wesleyan.edu

Monday August 11: University of Southern Maine (ME schools)

State Rep: Catharine Scruggs: cscruggs@ciee.org

***************************

***********************

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update
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