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NAFSA's Region XI REGULATORY OMBUDSPERSON UPDATE

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted

on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these

updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA

website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*****************

1) 

Nationals of Iraq, Libya and North Korea are now eligible for automatic revalidation. They have been removed from the restricted list.

Automatic Revalidation of Expired Non-Immigrant Visas

Mon, 11 May 2009 11:22:19 -0500

Nationals of Iran, Syria, Sudan and Cuba are not eligible for automatic revalidation of expired visas.

2) 

Icert mandatory usage date pushed back by DOL:

Last Friday, ACIP's DOL Liaison Committee and other stakeholder groups talked to Department of Labor (DOL) officials about issues employers have encountered to date using the new iCert system. ACIP has been compiling a list of issues that we have been discussing with DOL since DOL began rolling out the new iCert system on April 15, 2009. Due to the volume of issues ACIP has identified in the new system, ACIP has requested that DOL delay the date when DOL will require iCert use from all employers. The LCA component of iCert was originally suppose to become mandatory tomorrow, May 15. As a result of these discussions, DOL has agreed to allow employers to continue using the old LCA system through June 30, 2009.

3)

SAVE THE DATE!!!  Immigration day-long workshops to be offered this summer by Region XI: 

The NAFSA Region XII  Government Regulatory Advisory Committee (GRAC), and your Regional KC - ISSS representative are holding two day-long, stand alone NAFSA Professional Practice workshops this summer, on Thursday July 16th,  2009, at Worcester Polytech Institute.  Registration information will be posted on the regional website shortly.

The first is the "F-1 Regulations for Beginners", a summary of which can be found here: http://www.nafsa.org/events.sec/workshops.pg/professional_practice/f-1_regulations_for_beginners.  

The second is the "Pathways to Permanent Residency", found here: http://www.nafsa.org/events.sec/workshops.pg/professional_practice/pathways_to_permanent.  

The cost for these workshops will be $200 per person for NAFSa members, and $250. per person for non-members.  This price includes all workshop materials, continental breakfast, coffee break and lunch.

Again, registration information will be posted on the region XI website soon: http://www.nafsaregionxi.org/conferences.html

) Region XI and Region X Bi-regional fall conference -- CALL FOR PROPOSALS!!!

Please click here to submit a session proposal for the fall bi-regional conference:

http://www.nafsaregionxi.org/conferences.html

Possible session proposal topics for our fall bi-regional conference include:

** OPT guidance - interpretations vs. requirements

** I-17 updates

** J-Intern programs

** Taxation of non-resident aliens

** I-cert system

** Stress management....

** Data management - systems comparisons

** Forms, forms, forms: How to create useful and efficient data intake forms

** The paperless office: myth or fact?

** SEVIS II: How to manage the changes that are coming

** H-1B petitions - advanced: complex issues

Please submit a session proposal!! 

********************************************

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a

student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go

to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison

help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please

use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

*************************

Robin V. Catmur

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Scholar issues

Maureen Martin 

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Student issues

To remove yourself from the Region XI e-mail list, go to: 

http://nafsaregionxi.org/elist.html
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