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May 21, 2008

Because of email formatting issues, Reg Ombud updates will be posted on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory updates and information can be found on the NAFSA website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*****************************

INVITATION Reminder: We have had some requests from Region XI members for an update Q & A session to be held at the National conference, regarding the recente regulatory changes and proposals.  While many of the government sessions at the conference will likely have good information on these changes, we are pleased to say that we will be able to offer an informal opportunity for clarifications and questions (and some limited venting....)  for Region XI members. This will take place inmmediately following the Regional Business meeting scheduled for Wednesday, May 28th, 5:15pm. 

GRAC SUMMER UPDATE sessions:

The GRAC team will be holding Information Update and Best Practices sessions this summer relating to the OPT rules and the the pending fee/recert rule.  The dates and locations are being confirmed, and will be announced in June.

**********************************

1) NAFSA's OPT Comment letter posted:

From Jenny Bowen, NAFSA's SEVP point person:

NAFSA has just posted the comment letter that the association submitted to ICE regarding the OPT interim final rule that was published on April 8, 2008.It's now your turn!  Comment letters are due on June 9, 2008 - just after many of us will return from the annual conference. Please read the bullet points and the copy of the letter, posted here: www.nafsa.org/OPTcomment.  

Plan to submit your own comment letters soon.  Tips are provided on the website, including "Suggested Topics to Cover in Your Comment Letter":

· 
Expanding the list of STEM degrees.

· 
Eliminating the E-verify requirement.

· 
Urge DHS to better utilize its own database instead of putting more responsibilities on the schools.

· 
Urge DHS to eliminate the new requirement that schools report the international students' employer information by instead requiring the employer or the student to report it.

· 
Explain that the rule is a case study in the day-to-day impact of [the] lack of an international education policy for the United States.  An important public policy change expanding the ability of students to work in the United States after graduation is not the place [to] tack on new restrictions that negatively impact international education. 

2) DOS has requested a techical fix (otherwise known as a System Change Request (SCR)) in SEVIS to allow the notation of oncampus, on premises, employment for J-1 students as allowed by 22 CFR 62.23(g)(1)(ii).

According to the update on the message board in SEVIS, "When entering data in the On Campus Employment screen, the Responsible

Officer/Alternate Responsible Officer needs to select “Occurs on Premises” from the drop-down list to record such authorized employment (see the sample screen shot included in the message board information). This functionality will be available on June 2, 2008."

3)

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

****************************

UPDATES FROM THE NAFSA NATIONAL CONFERENCE WILL BE SENT OUT NEXT WEEK -- 

****************************
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