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May 21, 2008

Because of email formatting issues, Reg Ombud updates will be posted on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory updates and information can be found on the NAFSA website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*****************************

INVITATION Reminder: We have had some requests from Region XI members for an update Q & A session to be held at the National conference, regarding the recente regulatory changes and proposals.  While many of the government sessions at the conference will likely have good information on these changes, we are pleased to say that we will be able to offer an informal opportunity for clarifications and questions (and some limited venting....)  for Region XI members. This will take place inmmediately following the Regional Business meeting scheduled for Wednesday, May 28th, 5:15pm. 

IN ADDITION, the GRAC team will be holding Information Update and Best Practices sessions this summer relating to the OPT rules and the the pending fee/recert rule.  The dates and locations we have set up so far include:

Tuesday, July 8th, 10:00am to Noon, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH (VT and NH schools)

Wednesday, July 16th, 10:00am to Noon,  U Mass Dartmouth, Dartmouth, MA (RI and MA schools)

Thursday, July 17th, 9:00 to 10:30am, MIT, Cambridge, MA (MA and ME schools)

We are working to see if we can schedule additional meetings in Connecticut, and/or Western MA as well, so please stay tuned for details on these sessions.

1) I-765 form and instructions revised:

The new I-765 form is edition date 05/27/08. The 04/08/08 and 07/30/07 editions will be accepted only until 06/22/08. No previous editions will be accepted. Links to the new form and instructions are here: http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=73ddd59cb7a5d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD 

And no - you're not insane - there don't appear to be any changes to the I765 form itself, however the instructions have been updated.

2)

This Practice Resource provides a general overview of the information requested by SEVP through the OPT Data Validation Project.  Examples of both electronic and paper-based reporting mechanisms from four institutions are provided as well as examples of communications to students.

Learn more at http://www.nafsa.org/optproject.

3) CBP - Alert: Mis-Printed I-94 cards:

It appears that sometime around early 2008, CBP received approximately one million I-94 Arrival-Departure cards that were misprinted:  they were missing a digit.   Please check your I-94 card.

An I-94 card should have eleven digits, comprised of nine digits, a space, and then two more digits. For example, an I-94 card might have the number 055167890 11 (eleven digits), but the misprinted cards had numbers such as 55157890 11 (with ten digits).

The misprint has caused problems such as the Social Security Administration refusing to issue, or delaying issuance of, a Social Security number to a person otherwise eligible for enumeration who has an I-94 card with a number short by digit.

Customs Border Patrol have reported that the defective I-94 cards have been recalled and replaced. It is unknown how many defective cards have been issued. Calgary Airport in Canada is one port known to have issued some of the defective cards, but there might be others.

A person with a misprinted I-94 card may request that CBP issue a new card through Deferred Inspection or at a Port of Entry.

For assistance or questions, contact your International Student Advisor.

4)

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update
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