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NAFSA's Region XI REGULATORY OMBUDSPERSON UPDATE

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted

on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these

updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA

website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*******************************************************************

1)  The SEVP Help Desk is stating that preemptive flag removal on completed or terminated SEVIS records is no longer going to be

permitted.  That the students will have to experience a problem at the Consulate or Port of Entry first, before an advisor can contact thehelp desk to request a falg removal. 

2) Newly Revised J EV Skills list (graciously bookmarked by Helene Robertson -- thanks Helene!!)

http://international.cua.edu/ImmigrationBasics//2009-04-30%20Skills%20list.pdf

3) Not Finding Your Case Numbers in the USCIS Online Status System?

AILA's NBC Liaison Committee has learned that a problem with the interface tool for the "Case Status Online" has caused delays in the

entry of new receipt numbers into the system and in the updating of status information for filings already in the system. The problem, which

is not limited to NBC filings, has been recurring and we were not given a time estimate as to when the interface tool will be fixed.

4) H-1B cap numbers:

The H-1B cap has not yet been reached. From USCIS:

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) today announced information on the number of filings for H-1B petitions for the fiscal year 2010 program.

USCIS has received approximately 45,000 H-1B petitions counting toward the Congressionally-mandated 65,000 cap. The agency continues to accept petitions subject to the general cap.

Additionally, the agency has received approximately 20,000 petitions for aliens with advanced degrees; however, we continue to accept advanced degree petitions since experience has shown that not all petitions received are approvable. Congress mandated that the first 20,000 of these types of petitions are exempt from any fiscal year cap on available H-1B visas.

For cases filed for premium processing during the initial five-day filing window, the 15-day premium processing period began April 7. For cases filed for premium processing after the filing window, the premium processing period begins on the date USCIS takes physical possession of the petition.

USCIS will provide regular updates on the processing of FY2010 H-1B petitions. The updates can be found on the USCIS Web site at www.uscis.gov/h-1b_count.

5)

In an April 23, 2009 letter addressed to International Student Advisors, Assistant Secretary of State for Consular Affairs, Ambassador Janice

Jacobs, encouraged schools to issue I-20s as early as possible, so that students will have enough time to make appointments at consulates and

secure visas in a timely fashion for the Fall 2009 term. Ambassador Jacobs asked NAFSA to share the letter with our international student

adviser members.

For a link to this resource, visit http://www.nafsa.org/ista3

6)

SAVE THE DATE!!!  Immigration day-long workshops to be offered this summer by Region XI: 

The NAFSA Region XII  Government Regulatory Advisory Committee (GRAC), and your Regional KC - ISSS representative are holding two day-long, stand alone NAFSA Professional Practice workshops this summer, on Thursday July 16th,  2009, at Worcester Polytech Institute.  Registration information will be posted on the regional website shortly.

The first is the "F-1 Regulations for Beginners", a summary of which can be found here: http://www.nafsa.org/events.sec/workshops.pg/professional_practice/f-1_regulations_for_beginners.  

The second is the "Pathways to Permanent Residency", found here: http://www.nafsa.org/events.sec/workshops.pg/professional_practice/pathways_to_permanent.  

The cost for these workshops will be $200 per person for NAFSa members, and $250. per person for non-members.  This price includes all workshop materials, continental breakfast, coffee break and lunch.

Again, registration information will be posted on the region XI website soon: http://www.nafsaregionxi.org/conferences.html

7) SEVP Batch Conference held May 5th and 6th in DC.

Representatives for SEVP approved schools and program that use batch to communicate with SEVIS, and vendors of batch capable software, were invited to an SEVP conference on the design and development of the SEVIS II batch system.  Sessions were focused on current progress on development of SEVIS II;  issues and details regarding SEVIS II fields that will need to be batch-accessible, security changes and technologies to be used; and the issues relating to downloading data by batch.  SEVP representatives were responsive to concerns brough by attendees regarding th etimeframe for implementation, and also batch testing requirements and restrictions.  NAFSA's SEVIS II task force should be issuing an update soon.

Information on SEVIS II implementation and development can be found on the NAFSA website: 

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_sevis_information/sevis_ii

8) SEVIS II data corrections:

SEVP will be sending emails toschools if they find some data in SEVIS relating to one of that school's stduents or EV's, with a request for the school to verify the data, or correct it.  SEVP is asking for the assistance of schools, not requiring it.  see email below:

---begin quote---

SEVIS NOTICE - MAY 12, 2009

The Student Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) has begun design and development of SEVIS II.  The enhancements being made will make SEVIS II

more efficient, more effective, and more user friendly than SEVIS.  In preparation for this new improved system, SEVP is examining the data

within the current SEVIS to ensure its accuracy and validity prior to its migration to SEVIS II.  

During the next few weeks, you may receive email messages from the SEVIS II team at Booz Allen Hamilton.  These emails will request review of

data specific to your school/campus.  In many cases, you will receive a SEVIS ID number and an indication of the data that should be reviewed.

The data is not necessarily wrong - it is just outside what might normally be expected for that data field.  You are NOT required to

review or correct this data.  However, taking action will help prepare your school's data for a more seamless transition to SEVIS II.  You will

be able to continue correcting current SEVIS data until the final migration to SEVIS II.

The email messages will come from SEVISII@BAH.com.  Please be sure thatyour spam filter will allow these e-mails to get through to you.  Please

do not send questions to that address.  Please contact SEVP atsevis.source@dhs.gov.  If you have a question on a specific email sent

to you, forward it to us at sevis.source.  Please be sure SEVIS II is in the subject line.

SEVP appreciates your time and support in making the move from SEVIS to SEVIS II a success.  

Thank you,

Student and Exchange Visitor Program

---end quote---

9) Region XI and Region X Bi-regional fall conference -- CALL FOR PROPOSALS WILL BE SENT SOON!!

Please begin thinking about possible session proposals for our fall bi-regional conference.  Some possible topics include:

** OPT guidance - interpretations vs. requirements

** I-17 updates

** J-Intern programs

** Taxation of non-resident aliens

** I-cert system

** Stress management....

** Data management - systems comparisons

** Forms, forms, forms: How to create useful and efficient data intake forms

** The paperless office: myth or fact?

** SEVIS II: How to manage the changes that are coming

** H-1B petitions - advanced: complex issues

Please think about what you might like to present!

********************************************

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a

student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go

to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison

help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please

use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

*************************

Robin V. Catmur

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Scholar issues

Maureen Martin 

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Student issues

To remove yourself from the Region XI e-mail list, go to: 

http://nafsaregionxi.org/elist.html

To remove yourself from the Region XI e-mail list, go to:  http://nafsaregionxi.org/elist.html
