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Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted

on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these

updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA

website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*******************************************************************

1) USCIS Update                 

April 8, 2009

USCIS Continues to Accept FY 2010 H-1B Petitions

WASHINGTON - U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) today announced

it continues to accept H-1B nonimmigrant visa petitions subject to the fiscal

year 2010 (FY 2010) cap.  USCIS will continue to monitor the number of H-1B

petitions received for both the 65,000 regular cap and the 20,000 U.S. master's

degree or higher educational exemption cap. 

Should USCIS receive the necessary number of petitions to meet the respective

caps, it will issue an update to advise the public that, as of a certain date

(the "final receipt date"), the respective FY 2010 H-1B caps have been met.  The

final receipt date will be based on the date USCIS physically receives the

petition, not the date that the petition is postmarked.  The date or dates USCIS

informs the public that the respective caps have been reached may differ from

the actual final receipt date. 

To ensure a fair system, USCIS may randomly select the number of petitions

required to reach the numerical limit from the petitions received as of the

final receipt date.  USCIS will reject cap subject petitions that are not

selected, as well as those received after the final receipt date.

Petitions filed on behalf of current H-1B workers, who have been counted

previously against the cap, will not count toward the congressionally mandated

FY 2010 H-1B cap.  Therefore, USCIS will continue to process petitions filed to:

*   Extend the amount of time a current H-1B worker may remain in the United

States. 

*   Change the terms of employment for current H-1B workers. 

*   Allow current H-1B workers to change employers. 

*   Allow current H-1B workers to work concurrently in a second H-1B position.

H-1B in General  U.S. businesses use the H-1B program to employ foreign workers

in specialty occupations that require theoretical or technical expertise in

fields, such as scientists, engineers, or computer programmers.

- USCIS -

2)

SEVP issues new policy guidance for OPT:

http://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/opt_policy_guidance_04062009.pdf

3) 

SEVP issues new information sheets for OPT and cap-gap status and OPT extensions

  http://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/opt_checklist.pdf

(NOTE: there appears to be an error on this checklist, indicating the student should file an AR-11 to effect a change of address.  We are following up on this.)

  http://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/cap_gap_factsheet.pdf

4)

SEVIS II

The student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) and the Exchange Visitor Program are developing and implementing a re-build of our current SEVIS program, called SEVIS II.  NAFSA has a summary of the implementation plan, as well as additional information relating to SEVIS II, online: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_sevis_information/sevis_ii

5)

Revised I-129 form, effective 3/11/2009.

USCIS has issued a revision of the I-129 form.  While this form does allow the use opf previous versions, if a previous version is filed, it must be accompanied by the first page of the Data Collection and filing Fee Exemption section of the new I-129, as this page includes a new question relating to teh receipt of TARP funding.

the I -129 form can be downloaded here: http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-129.pdf

the I-129 instructions can be downloaded here: http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-129instr.pdf

6)

Possible day-long immigration workshops to be offered this summer by Region XI: Please let us know if you are interested!

The NAFSA Region XII  Government Regulatory Advisory Committee (GRAC), and your Regional KC - ISSS representative are considering holding two day-long, stand alone NAFSA Professional Practice workshops this summer - probably in mid to late July.  The first is the "F-1 Regulations for Beginners", a summary of which can be found here: http://www.nafsa.org/events.sec/workshops.pg/professional_practice/f-1_regulations_for_beginners.  The second is the "Pathways to Permanent Residency", found here: http://www.nafsa.org/events.sec/workshops.pg/professional_practice/pathways_to_permanent.  The cost for these workshops will be approximately $225 per person.  If you are interested in attending one of these sessions, please email Robin Catmur, at robin.v.catmur@dartmouth.edu.  We would need to have at least 15 participants for each workshop in order to move forward.

********************************************

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case

problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a

student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or

general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go

to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the

left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison

help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions

relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please

use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuene

t/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

*************************

Robin V. Catmur

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Scholar issues

Maureen Martin 

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Student issues

To remove yourself from the Region XI e-mail list, go to: 

http://nafsaregionxi.org/elist.html
