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MArch 28th, 2009

Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted

on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these

updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA

website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*******************************************************************

1) USCIS and the FBI have eliminated much of the backlogged security clearance checks that have been pending for more than six months.  By the end of May 2009, they hope to have most of the cases finished that have been pending for more than 90 days.  There are current 6,756 pending security clearances from USCIS, with FBI.  See more information here:

http://www.dhs.gov/journal/leadership/

2) USCIS clarifies requirements and restrictions for companies wishing to file H-1B petitions, and who have received TARP funding:

http://www.uscis.gov/files/article/H-1B_TARP_20mar2009.pdf

3) Revised I-129 form - effective 3/11/2009; previous versions still accepted, however filers must include the first page of the revised H-1B data supplement section (page 13 of the 129).  See form and instructions online: 

http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-129.pdf

http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-129instr.pdf

If the revised page from the Data supplement form is not submitted, the petitioner will be sent an RFE for that page.

4) SEVIS II - NAFSA Update should be issued soon

March 10th through March 12th, SEVP met with a group of stakeholders to discuss the ongoing design, development and implementation of SEVIS II.  This will be a complete rebuild of the current SEVIS system, and will allow for enhanced useability and reporting, in addition to effecting a more paperless process for schools and students.  NAFSA has created a SEVIS II task force, and an update with more information should be issued soon.  In the meantime, you can get an idea of the timeline and the changes that may be coming by viewing the SEVP brochure on SEVIS II:

SEVIS II Brochure: http://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/sevisii_brochure.pdf

SEVP is holding a follow up meeting concerning batch process development May 5th - May 6th.  They are inviting one representative from each batch processing school and program.  Please contact SEVP if you have questions about this workshop by emailing SEVIS.Source@dhs.gov with SEVIS II Batch Workshop in the subject line.  

********************************************

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case

problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a

student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or

general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go

to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the

left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison

help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions

relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please

use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuene

t/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

*************************

Robin V. Catmur

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Scholar issues

Maureen Martin 

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Student issues
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