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February 2009

Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted

on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these

updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA

website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*******************************************************************

REMINDER: SAVE THE DATE: 

Region XI Spring Immigration Workshop, Monday, March 16th, 2009, at Babson College.  Information and registration forms are available online, here: http://nafsaregionxi.org/conferences.html

Representatives from SEVP and the Vermont  Service Center will be presenting, along with many of your colleagues and peers. 

1) 

NAFSA Updated Resource: Federal Income Tax Brochure February 17, 2009

It's that time of year again - tax season! 

View this updated tax brochure here: http://www.nafsa.org/taxbrochure  

This document is designed to offer general guidelines for federal income tax obligations. Topics covered include: 

What is Considered Income 

What is a Tax Return 

Who Must File a Tax Return 

What is a "Non-Resident" Alien 

Determining Tax Residency 

Where to Get Help Locally 

Additional Internet Resources 

2) MAVNI Program:

The U.S. government (Sec. of Defense) is starting a pilot program which would allow the U.S. military to recruit some non-U.S. citizens holding non-immigrant visas.  See the fact sheet here: http://www.defenselink.mil/news/mavni-fact-sheet.pdf

3) Possible problem with Consulates viewing some SEVIS records:

We have had reports that some students applying for visas, are being told by the Colsulates that tehir SEVIS records cannot be viewed.  If this happens, please contact the SEVIS help desk (1-800-892-4829) and ask that the record be "pushed" to teh Consular Class database.  this could take 24 to 48 hours.

4) Guidance from SEVP on possible international fee implemetation by schools:

Given the economic situation, and the fact that many schools and international / immigration offices are considering (or have already implemented) a fee structure to assist with their budgets, we posed a question to SEVP regarding the implementation of fees on international students.

-----Original Message---- -

From: Robin V. Catmur [mailto:Robin.V.Catmur@Dartmouth.EDU] 

Sent: Friday, February 06, 2009 9:05 AM

To: SEVIS, Policy

Subject: fee question?

Given the economic situation, many institutions are considering imposing some sort of international student fees.  While certainly it seems

reasonable to charge orientation fees, or programming fees, is there a regulatory prohibition against a school charging an overall fee for

immigration advising services?  Note this would not necessarily be a "fee for an I-20 form", but rather a fee for general immigration

services.

---end message

SEVP response:

 We have no regulation that prohibits the application of such a fee, but students should be made aware of it in advance.

Tandice

Tandice Ghajar

On Behalf Of Policy Branch, Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 

Potomac Center North, 500 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20024

---end message

5) Schools filing H-1B's and PR applications are still in a "stay tuned" mode on the new iCert Portal System for LCA and PERM filings - the use of this system for LCA completions is required on May 15, 2009.    In addition, starting January 1, 2010 the new prevailing wage determination process in the case of H-1B, H-1B1, E-3 and PERM.  As of this date, employers will no long use State SWA's, but will be required to file with the Chicago National Processing Center (NPC).

iCert-

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/the_icert_portal_system  

http://www.nafsa.org/_/Document/_/form_eta_9035_for_i_cert.pdf

Change in Prevailing Wage process- 

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/regulatory_document_library.dlib/employment-based_immigration/dol_final_rule_changes

6) Recommendation to DSOs regarding OPT recommendation changes: even though SEVIS 6.0 does not require the OPT recommendation language to be entered, it is a good idea to do so until we are certain that VSC no longer requires/expects it.

7) SEVP holds SEVIS II Stakeholders Conference - 3/10 - 3/12:

SEVP invited some Stakeholders from academia, government, and technology companies to attend a three day workshop on specifications and requirements for SEVIS II, a new system designed to replace the current SEVIS that we now use.  Information on a summary of the some of the topics discussed, as well as a possible timeframe for implementation by SEVP, will be available at the Region XI Spring Immigration Workshop.

REMINDER: SAVE THE DATE: 

Region XI Spring Immigration Workshop, Monday, March 16th, 2009, at Babson College.  Information and registration forms are available online, here: http://nafsaregionxi.org/conferences.html

Representatives from SEVP and the Vermont  Service Center will be presenting, along with many of your colleagues and peers. 

REMINDER: If you have found glitches or issues with SEVIS 6.0, please report them to IssueNet: Report an Issue - see below. 

********************************************

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case

problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a

student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or

general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go

to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the

left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison

help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions

relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please

use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

*************************

Robin V. Catmur

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Scholar issues

Maureen Martin 

NAFSA Region XI Reg Ombud - Student issues

To remove yourself from the Region XI e-mail list, go to:  http://nafsaregionxi.org/elist.html
