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Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*******************************************************************

1) Seven countries added to Visa Waiver Program:

http://www.dhs.gov/journal/leadership/

2) 

Clarification of  new OPT regulations and Advisor responsibilities:

Advisors have indicated confusion over whether they have any obligation to terminate an F-1 SEVIS record if it appears that the student has reached 90 days of unemployment during the first year of OPT.  SEVP guidance is that the advisors should *not* terminate a SEVIS record if it appears that a student has been unemployed for more than 90 days.  This raises more questions however over whether an advisor could then continue to offer F- 1 benefiits (such as travel signatures, program extensions, etc...) if it appeared that a student had exceeded 90 days of unemployment.  The best guidance from NAFSA's Regulatory Ombuds Committee is to continue to offer all benefits to these F-1 students, but to caution the students that while a DSO may be able to continue to offer benefits to the student, DHS, DOS, or other agencies may determine otherwise, and possibly deny future benefits.  Be sure to have a consistent policy within your offices to handle these situations.

3)

Save the date!! the New England Region XI Spring Immigration Workshop is scheduled for Monday, March 16th, at Babson College, in Wellesley, MA.  Many thanks to Karen Pabon and Babson College for hosting the workshop in 2009!  If you have ideas for sessions you would like to present, or that you would like to see offered, please email Andrea Hogan, KC-ISSS rep, at ahogan@newhaven.edu

4)

Some U.S. Consulates are requiring the new online DS-160 form for visa applications.  Read more on the NAFSA website:

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001cfiLFKF-xdKK9eCGgRg3Yc-9mgE2gptD_cSQdt_Ns0tDipaHrWswwNzPitFld1TqlZak-VjwXoXYV_9m5yyr4OlNFFQFbNFEEY5kJseOzbp4o7EQ8ZBIaYhewblYi6qMGFV7ZI1RMvKXY7Sdtp490sR4i44gR3nz8feS5wYPaKDysGGyGthIg3umyJQHhLdm-wVq7TfA7QlEvO_T76KIT_Ibusv7xA6o0_ru7VBlSfCrkhuUCOeHeV5tXCk7n8zO6Cdy8_Ky0wg=

5)

U.S. Embassies in Mexico clarify when they will accept visa applications from third country nationals, and when they will not:

http://nuevolaredo.usconsulate.gov/nuevolaredo/archive/2004/jul/08-316525.html

6)

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

*************************

Robin V. Catmur

Reg Ombud, NAFSA Region XI

Acting Director, Office of Visa and Immigration Services

44 North College St., Suite 6202

Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 03755

603 646-3474     fax: (603) 646-1616

robin.v.catmur@dartmouth.edu

www.dartmouth.edu/~intl

To remove yourself from the Region XI e-mail list, go to:  http://nafsaregionxi.org/elist.html
