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October 8, 2008

Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*******************************************************************

1) 

SEVIS has published the new fee rule, Friday Sept. 26th, and has issued guidance on this rule from SEVIS.  The increase in fees are noted below.  The effective date of the rule is set for October 27th, 2008.  The rule is largely the same as the text published this summer, though they have removed the requirement for schools to track the latest I-94 card information.  th eentire rule can be found here:

http://frwebgate5.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate.cgi?WAISdocID=432657511000+0+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve

*************************************************************

2)

USCIS Ombuds office issued recommendations for the Service regarding processing times for EAD's, and CIS responds.  See details here (under October, click on Recommendation #35.)  

http://www.dhs.gov/ximgtn/programs/editorial_0769.shtm

US CIS responded, and you can find details here (source: NAFSA):

The USCIS Ombudsman's office has been working  with USCIS to alleviate issues stemming from Employment Authorization Documents (EAD) processing times over 90 days. On October 1, 2008, 

USCIS headquarters advised the USCIS  Ombudsman's office that it will immediately (1) audit its caseload to determine which cases have been pending for more than 70 days, (2) process service 

requests at 75 days rather than 90 days, and (3) adjudicate EADs that are outside normal processing times within four hours for customers that appear at local offices.

Read more... - http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001sgBRfRGJ6n9F2BynEsNegCKH8ImF51T1ZMuH6D6Iv-9iKQmef_HHto3arXv_DyhuAUXva45_n1d1_Ye95OROrNXvXhkUXqVHZxJPbdok71zRzP41SkfL4W7Jvql_7nZrP-7R8JKaWeOMuaCBogo7xoL-FlBg_l2i-7PnN14f9c25nV000pNsVDIbaZymfE7MXnsSdFaqHA1DIHwQEBqKy7GClT2cuGs1MFl0_hNOXSX1I45wqMJ9MX-UwxAVj_fbddXPAYN-8WHSAOp8EDUGIA==

3)

The regional conference is coming -- November 4th - 6th in New Haven, CT.  Remember to sign up for your pre-conference workshops!  We are offering F-1 Basics, F-1 Second Step, J-1 Advanced and Pathways to Permanent Residency.  Details on each workshop can be found here:  http://www.nafsa.org/events.sec/workshops.pg/professional_practice

4)

The Exchange Visitor Program (EVP) Web siteaddress has changed; the new address is:

http://exchanges.state.gov/jexchanges 

5)

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

*************************
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