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October 22, 2008

Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*******************************************************************

1) 

SEVP update on new fees:

---begin quote---

SEVIS NOTICE - October 9, 2008 

An I-901 system outage is scheduled for Sunday, October 19, 2008, from 12:30 am to 6:30 am Eastern time, to accommodate improvements to the database that supports the fee payments.  Potential F, M or J nonimmigrants, who must pay the I-901 SEVIS fee, will not be able to submit a payment online during this time period.  

Please remember that the new I-901 SEVIS fee goes into effect on October 27, 2008.

Advise your prospective students or exchange visitors to make their I-901 SEVIS fee payments in a timely manner to avoid the fee increase and any potential server overload leading up to the effective date of the new fee (October 27, 2008).  Students submitting Form I-901 on or after October 27, 2008, will have to pay the higher fee.

Also, inform them of the following:  

Paper Form I-901s sent by mail must be postmarked by October 26, 2008 if a student wishes to pay the old fee.

Paper Form I-901s postmarked on or after October 27, 2008 must reflect the new fee. 

Thank you.

Student and Exchange Visitor Program

---end quote----

2) New school email contact for visa issues

(Source: NAFSA)

Thanks to the State Department (DOS) Bureau of  Consular Affairs, the DOS Public Liaison Unit now has a Student/Exchange Visitor Visa Center! All schools and exchange sponsors can submit inquiries through the following e-mail address: fmjvisas@state.gov. If a student or exchange visitor would like to find out about a visa case by phone, s/he should continue to use the current Public Inquiries number (202.663.1225). State hopes the new e-mail and center will provide even better service to schools and sponsors.

Read more... http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001EyS535ULdFJK_KXubQjlRFpcc-OpueKqdJm3k_0mb9XOT7XZAT2dE1YCI1ViZYIMg-ySkzcaelLTuUQ7rQYvBgsJ9wqCTOfon3Ma4lR4aUSN_3d_gjNT5fRFtgVt1tbBPqKLSvoVFhu7gJG_boLY9yEAYNDfV-T87M0ET1rVJCobtVVoV7v2LxPOqpXhCg5v

3) Regional Conference - Workshop Updates!!

The regional conference is just around the corner--  November 4th - 6th in New Haven, CT.  Remember to sign up for your pre-conference workshops!  We are offering F-1 Basics, F-1 Second Step, and Pathways to Permanent Residency.  Please note that we have had to cancel the J-1 Advanced workshop due to lack of participants.  We will try to offer an abbreviated half-day workshop on J advanced regulations during our regional Spring Immigration Workshop next year.

Details on each NAFSA workshop can be found here:  http://www.nafsa.org/events.sec/workshops.pg/professional_practice

4)

NAFSA's  Regulatory Ombud's Commitee meets with Vermont Service Center representatives

On October 16th, members of the NAFSA Regulatory Ombuds Committee met in St.Albans, VT, with representatives from the Vermont Service Center.  Topics discussed included services and information from the VSC.Schools@dhs.gov email address; I-765 and I-539 processing times; and clarifications on timing of OPT filings.  A summary of the meeting will be forthcoming.  In the interim, please note the following: 

a) the processing times for changes of status for F and J individuals as listed on the Case Processing times website are incorrect.  Currently, VSC is adjudicating I-539 cases for F, M, and J individuals that were received in mid-August, 2008.

b) there have been some incorrect RFE's on pendiing OPT cases, requesting the advisor to correct the "Pending" SEVIS status of the recommendation to "Requested".  These RFE's are errors, and if you have received one, please email the Vermont Service Center School address (VSC.Schools@dhs.gov) to request that the case be pulled and approved without RFE compliance.

5) New countries added to the Visa Waiver Program

(Source: NAFSA)

Expansion of the Visa Waiver ProgramOn October 17, 2008 President Bush announced that seven new countries will be admitted into the Visa Waiver Program later this year. The countries that have met the requirements to be admitted to the program are: the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia, and South Korea. 

The Visa Waiver Program enables nationals of certain countries to travel to the United States for tourism or business for stays of 90 days or less without obtaining a visa. 9/11 legislation signed into law in August 2007 directed the Secretary of Homeland Security and the Secretary of State to work together to enhance and expand the program.  Expansion of the visa waiver program was one of the key recommendations put forth by NAFSA in its January 2007 report Realizing the Rice-Chertoff Vision.

6)

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

*************************
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