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October 14, 2009

Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted

on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these

updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA

website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*******************************************************************

1) Advice from VSC on pending I-539 change of status  requests, when start date must be deferred:

---begin quote---

Changes in requested time or dates on an I-539 require a new I-20 to be submitted with the new dates. To submit a new I-20 for a pending application please address the I-20 with a cover sheet including the receipt number of the application, applicant's name and date of birth and the DSO's name. I-20s must have original signatures on them for any I-539 application where the applicant is requesting a change of status to F or M, or if requesting an extension of M-1 status; or if they are requesting a Reinstatement. Electronic or facsimile copies will not be accepted or used during the adjudication process. Please make sure the dates on the I-20 match the dates in SEVIS. New original I-20s may be submitted to the following address: 

USCIS, VERMONT SERVICE CENTER 

ATTN: INFO RM EX216: NAFSA OFFICER 

75 LOWER WELDEN STREET 

SAINT ALBANS, VT 05479-0001 

---end quote---

2) USCIS Update on Lock box filings.  Note that they are planning to have all I-765 applications filed at lockboxes in the future -- but not currently.  We should continue to file I-765 at our respective Service Centers.

---begin quote---

Fact Sheet Sept. 22, 2009

USCIS.gov ‘E-Notification Capability’

Background

On June 25, President Obama announced that in the next 90 days USCIS would launch a vastly improved USCIS.gov public website to help customers navigate the immigration system and remain up-to-date regarding their case status. USCIS has committed to delivering on this promise by incorporating both internal and external stakeholder feedback.

One way USCIS is improving service to its customers is by launching its E-Notification initiative for immigration applications and petitions filed at one of three USCIS Lockbox facilities in Chicago, Phoenix, and Lewisville, Texas. If you file your USCIS applications and/or petitions at one of these facilities, you will have the option to receive an e-mail and/or text message informing you that USCIS has accepted your application or petition.

What is a USCIS Lockbox Facility?

USCIS operates three Lockbox facilities in partnership with the Department of Treasury. A lockbox is an entity used by organizations to accelerate the collection of fees. In addition to processing fees more efficiently and timely, the USCIS Lockbox operation is improving data collection by electronically capturing and transmitting information from immigration forms to USCIS systems.

What forms are filed at USCIS Lockbox Facilities?

Forms that are currently processed through the USCIS Lockbox facilities relate to:

•

Family based forms

•

Applications for Temporary Protective Status

•

Card replacement

•

Citizenship and naturalization based forms

•

Adoptions based forms

By the end of 2009 additional forms will be filed through Lockbox facilities to include:

•

All remaining adjustment of status related forms

•

All employment authorization request forms

•

All request for travel documents

How can I receive E-Notification?

If you would like to receive E-Notification that your application or petition has been accepted, complete Form G-1145, E-Notification of Application/Petition Acceptance, and attach it to the top of your application or petition. USCIS will use this information as permission to send an E-Notification to you.

Who will receive E-Notification and when?

One e-mail and/or text message will be sent per accepted immigration form. USCIS will send an E-Notification to the person requesting the benefit. If you provide an e-mail address and a cell phone number on the Form G-1145, you will receive both types of E-Notification messages. USCIS will notify you within 24 hours of accepting your immigration form(s). E-mail or text messages that cannot be delivered will not be retransmitted.

What will the E-Notification include?

The e-mail or text message will provide a receipt number for each immigration form. The e-mail notice will also provide a brief statement on how to get additional information about the status of your case. The E-Notification will not constitute official notice of application acceptance; you will receive an official notice of application acceptance through the U.S. Postal Service. The e-mail or text message does not grant any immigration status or benefit.

When will I receive my official notice?

USCIS will send the official receipt notice at the same time you are sent the E-Notification. The Form I-797C, Notice of Action will be sent to the person seeking the benefit or your representative, as appropriate, via the U.S. Postal Service.

Can I receive E-Notification for a G-28?

No. E-Notification is not available for Form G-28, Notice of Entry of Appearance as Attorney or Representative.

Does the E-Notification grant any type of status or benefit?

No. The e-mail or text message does not grant any type of immigration status or benefit. You may not present a copy of the e-mail or text message as evidence that USCIS has granted you any immigration status or benefit. Receipt of the transmission cannot be used as supporting evidence for other benefits.

What if I want to submit multiple applications?

If you are submitting multiple applications for one person, clip a completed Form G-1145, E-Notification of Application/Petition Acceptance to the front of the first immigration form of the package. You will receive a separate email and/or text message for each accepted immigration form within in the package.

If you are a representative filing multiple, unrelated immigration forms in one envelope and you would like your clients to receive E-Notification(s), clip the completed Form G-1145, E-Notification of Application/Petition Acceptance to the front of the first page of each related package of immigration forms. Your client will receive a separate e-mail and/or text message for each accepted immigration form.

Will USCIS cover my costs to receive E-Notification?

No. USCIS assumes no legal responsibility for your costs to receive e-mail and text messages. USCIS will not reimburse you for any costs related to E-Notification.

Does USCIS offer E-Notification for applications and petitions filed at Service Centers and Field Offices?

While USCIS is working to expand its future E-Notification messaging capabilities, the agency does not offer E-Notification for applications and petitions filed at USCIS Service Centers or Field Offices at this time.

Does the Form G-1145 also serve as notice for me to receive case status updates via “My Case Status?”

No. The Form G-1145 only gives permission for the lockbox to notify you that your application was accepted. You will need to create an account on the USCIS website and sign up to receive case status alerts to get email/text notification about the progress of your case.

---end quote---

3) Reminder: NAFSA REgion X and Region XI Fall Bi-Regional Conference is November 3 - 5, Springfield MA.  Be sure to register for the conference, and book your hotel room as soon as possible.

http://www.nafsaregionxi.org/conferences.html

************************************************************************************************
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