*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

NAFSA's Region XI REGULATORY OMBUDSPERSON UPDATE

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

27 January 2009

Because of email formatting issues, all Reg Ombud updates will also be posted

on the NAFSA Region XI website.  Click here to see the online version of these

updates: http://nafsaregionxi.org/grac/

Remember, all regulatory information and updates can be found on the NAFSA

website, here: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec

*******************************************************************

1) Note about the I-515 mailing address Zip code: SEVIS has clarified that either of the following zip codes will work:  20524 or 20024.

Note this address is not yet listed on the I-515 form itself.

---begin quote---

Our updated mailing address  should be used for all future I-515A issues:

Department of Homeland Security

Immigration and Customs Enforcement

Student and Exchange Visitor Program

Attn: I-515A Processing Team

Potomac Center North

500 12th St, SW

Washington DC 20524

Due to mail being sent first to this separate location for x-raying,

anything mailed to our office will take an additional day or two before

we see it in our hands. There will be no additional time given for

students and school/program officials to submit the required documents.

I am unsure exactly when the new address will be noted on I-515A forms

given to students and visitors at Ports of Entry by border officials.

Regards,

Mike McKeever

Global Security and Engineering Solutions/L-3 Communications,

supporting:

I-515A Processing Team

Student and Exchange Visitor Program

Department of Homeland Security

703.603.3405 (p)

703.603.3597 (f)

sevis.i-515@dhs.gov

mike.mckeever@dhs.gov

---end quote---

2) VSC is transferring some applications to California Service Center for quicker processing and to help them get ready for H-1B

season (for all the non-exempt employers out there).  According to VSC, so far I-130s and I-539s have been transferred.  Petitioners should receive a notice alerting them to this transfer process.  This should be a temporary change, and advisors should continue to use the same VSC mailing address if the case is within the VSC jurisdiction.

3) 

Reminder:  SAVE THE DATE: Region XI Spring Immigration Workshop, Monday, March 16th, 2009, at Babson College.  Information and registration forms will be sent out early in February.  Representatives from SEVP and (hopefully!) Vermont  Service Center will be presenting. 

NAFSA's IssueNet

If the VSC help email was unable to be of assistance with a student case

problem, or if you received incorrect information from the NCSC phone line on a

student or scholar/employment case, you can report unresolved problems or

general issues through the "Get Liaison help" link, on the nafsa website.  Go

to http:// www.nafsa.org, click on the "regulatory information" link in the

left-hand column, and then on "IssueNet".  Sign in and click on "Get liaison

help" if you have  a specific case problem.  

If you wish to report a general trend, give feedback or raise questions

relating to a rule or regulation, rather than a specific case problem, please

use the link for "Report an issue".   

Find out more about IssueNet here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/get_help_with_your_issue/issuenet/issuenet_faqs

and find recent IssueNet updates here:

http://www.nafsa.org/regulatory_information.sec/issuenet/issuenet_update

*************************

Robin V. Catmur

Reg Ombud, NAFSA Region XI

Acting Director, Office of Visa and Immigration Services

44 North College St., Suite 6202

Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 03755

603 646-3474     fax: (603) 646-1616

robin.v.catmur@dartmouth.edu

www.dartmouth.edu/~intl

To remove yourself from the Region XI e-mail list, go to: 

http://nafsaregionxi.org/elist.html

To remove yourself from the Region XI e-mail list, go to:  http://nafsaregionxi.org/elist.html
